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7, Morigugees’ BRestriefion Act
Continuance.
Iniroduced by the Minisler for Lands.
8, Metropolitan Public Utilities Trust.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
9, City of Perth Superannuation Fund
Intreduced by Mr. Needham.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—WOREKERS' HOMES,
INTEREST RATES.

Hon. A. THOMSON asked the Chief
Secretary : Seecing that the Associated Banks
have reduced the rates of interest to their
clients to 4% and 5 per cent., when can
people who have erected their homes under
the Workers’ Homes Aet expect to have
their interest rates similarly reduced?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: Ap-

proval has already heen given for a redue-’

tion to be made in the rate of interest
charged by the Workers’ Homes Board.

ADDERESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.
Dehate resumed from the previous day.

HON. H. J. YELLAND (East) [4.33):
With other members I welcome you, Mr.
President, on your return from the Old
Country. You had a very worthy objeet in
iisiting the Homeland. I wish I had the
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same oppostunity of doing =0 myself, It
broadens one's vision, and gives one an
opportunity fo see other parts of the Em-
pire, and acquire some knowledge of rheir
resources and political and eivie condtions.
Jt also makes one more acquainted witi the
outside world. It is a great privilege {Lat
you have. It has also provided you wilh
the opportunity to advance th. infervesis of
Woestern Ausoalia.  We are glad to know
vou have consistently done your hest in that
airection, auu this has been greall: appre-
cinted, I ar sure, by all seetions of the
vemimunity.  There seems to he very litle
in the Speech calling for comment. Ii
eontains a citation of the events that have
taken plaee during the previous year. It
mentions the conditions which have existed.
These are alveady known to most of us.
It 1s probably necessary to make these state-
ments in order that the publie, who read
the Speech, may get the gist of the condi-
tions that have been in existence during the
period under review. The portion of the
Speech referring to the proposed legistation
is not very illuminating. It merely whets
the imagination, and eauses us to look for-
ward to the coming legislation with a eertain
amount of interest. A unique event of the
current year, an outstanding one, is the pro-
jected visit of a memher of the Royal
Family. Our thanks are due to His Majesty
tor again sending one of the princes to Aus-
tralia. This will he the third visit of
2 Royal Son to the Commonwealth.
On every ovecasion they have heen shown
that lovalty whielh is sueh w  charvae-
teristic feature of the people of Australia.
The coming event will provide us with a
unique opportunity of showing our loyalty
to the Throne. When the question of
secession flrsi eame up we were acensed
on several occasions of disloyalty. 1 do
not think there was any ground for
the accusation. T am a secessionist. It
15 the desire of the secessionists to obtain a
closer union u: parts of the Kanpire, hut we
do not wamt our lovalty attached through
the Commonwealil. No one can doubt our
loyalty. The vizit of the Prince will give
us an opportunity to counter the accusation
whirh bas been preferred against us, especi-
ally by the delezates who came from the
Eastern States during the secession cam-
paign.

Hon. J. Cornell: Who, the Prime Min.
ister?
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Hon, H. ). YELLAND: ] should sy one
of the detegates. No one can doubt our
loyalty to the Empire. It is a stronger thing
1o us than the loyalty of the States to the
Federal body.

Hon, J. Cornell: Loyalty is obly a question
of degree.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: The degree of
loy¥alty indicates the amount ol attachment
oune has for the Mgtherland, 1 do not pro-
pose to touch very deeply on Hnance. I
have alwavs taken nt keen interest in the
deliberations on Hnance as shown in the de-
bate on the Address-in-veply, and particu-
larly have I paid attention to the remarks of
the two stalwarts, Mr. Holines and Myr. Sed-
don. | have heard many comments from
business men npon the soundness of the ar-
fuments which have been advaneed by Mr.
Holmes during the past ten ¥ycars on the
finaneial sibuation. He has never been slow
te advoeate what he considers is the right
attitude to adopt in respect to our borrow-
ing policy. Finance is the root of good
covermment. It marks the limitation of the
=aending bexisation that s brought for-
ward. [t governs pur taxation, and is there-
fore of great importance to ws. W shall
have an opportunity of dealing with that
yuestion when the taxation measnres and
Loan FEstimates come hefore ns. It is easy
to spend someone clse’s money. Come easy,
w0 easy.

Hon. A. Thomson: We can always be
wenerous with other people’'s money.

Hon. 1. J. YELLAND: Yes. We have
noticed fhe disastrous effect of extravaganes
in private affairs, when managers who are
piaid to do their job and whe are handling
money for other people are not eompetent
to do the work. 1f that is the ease in pri-
vate business, it is of even more importance
in our publie affairs.  On looking over the
figures which have been supplied from time
to time during the ten vears I have been in
the House, T notice that only once has there
heen a surplus. We are now beginning to
ask why our expenditure cannot be restrict-
cd to the amonnt of the receipts. The expen-
diture has always been in excess of receipts,
with the one exception 1 have mentioned.
As the reecipts improve there is a tendency
to spend more money. The tendency has
heen to cause the expenditure to keep pace
with the revenue. This spending ability on
the part of the country has tended fo in-
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crease prosperity, though 1 do not say the
policy has been a sound one. There is in-
creased prospierity and as a result there is
more reckless expenditure, aud so it goes on.
We continually spend more than we receive,
I do not say the present Government are
the only guilly ones. It was in the flvst
vear of the lnst Labour Government that we
had the surplus 1T have indicated. There
have been deficits yvear after year. The only
method adopted to meet the sitvation has
hern to horrow more money. T am not op-
pozed to horrowing, provided the money iz
spent in avenues that will produce the neces-
sary interest. The last ten years do not
reveal the satisfactory uvse of borrowed
maoney. T am not reflecting upon any indi-
vidual Government. Loans have been raised
for ecrtain works, and the works have never
heen ecarried out. Two railways were ap-
proved last year, hut we do not know where
the meney which should have heen spent on
those works has gone.

Hon. [J. Cornell: Nothing was put down
an the Flstimates for those railways,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND): We authorised
the Government to go ahead with them, and
thev practically promised to have them com-
Meted.

Hon. J. AL Macfarlane: What about the
Yarramony line?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The construoe-
tion of that line was approved more than
10 vears ago, and vet it has not been con-
structed. The most astounding position of
it all is that half of the revenue of the
State is used in paying interest abroad, and
half of the revenue only is uzed for produe-
tive purposes within the State. TIf we ave
to continue to bhorrow money for expendi-
ture on other than reproductive work, the
time will soon arrive when we will eome to
a standstill and the interest bill, which ig
inereasing  out  of proportion to the
revenue, will be of =such maenitude
that something  drastiec  will  happen.
We shall have to call a halt and ascer-
tain just how we can meet our obligations.
The Loan Council have been of considerable
help in that direction and have enabled us
te meet ohligations that otherwise could nrot
have heen liquidated. Taking the period of
the last 10 years, I find that the total loan
Aotations of the State have amounted to
£33.000,000. The public debt has risen from
£58,500,000 to £79,500,000, During that
period the population of the State inereased
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from 345,000 to 436,000. The only com-
plete figures available are those to the end of
1832, These. however, show that the per
capitn indebtedness has risen from £168 to

£188. It will he seen that the indebted-
nes- has risen to an iufinitely wreat-

er extent than has our population, hence
the increase in the per capita indebtedness.
Mr. Holmes has repeatedly called attention
to the position, and I emphasise the faet
that the time is arriving when we shall have
to consider seriously whether we can afford
to continue borrowing at snch a rate as we
live in the past. With  regard to the
varipus industries that come undev our pur-
view on an occasion such as the present, T
<hall refer to gold mining. | do not know
much about that industry directly, but dur-
ing debates in this Chamber, T have listened
to one poldfields member in parficular who
told me, as an agriculturist, how I should
carry on the agricultural industry. As an
agriculturist, I have heen severely enticised
by that hon. member, who probably kunows
more about mining than about agriculture.
In the ciremmstances. I may be pardoned if
T have something te say about the mining
indusiry. Its progress has been one of the
most encouraging features during the past
few vears, and had it not been for the recov-
ery of the industry, I do not know where
Western Australia would have been. 1t is
well known that the price of gold alwavs
increases with the diminution of the returns
available on account of other industries.
When there is a fall in the returns from agri-
culture, naturally we expect to see the price
of gold rise. In the early nineties, when the
whole of Australia was at a very low finan-
c¢ial ebb, gold was discovered in Western
Australia, and that saved the situation. 1
helieve that to a large extent the gold min-
ing industry saved the situation in vecent
vears, not only for Western Australia, but
for the Commonwealth, and proved of tre-
mendous advantage during the erisis through
which we have been passing. Due to the
high price that gold commanded, an exien-
sion of prospecting and also the develop-
ment of low-grade propositions have been
made possible, Naturally that provided
much employment, and, with increased em-
ployment, their naturaily follows a greater
circulation of capital. It has to be consid-
ered, however, that should our primary in-
dustries return to normal conditions, then
the gold mining induwsiry in its tuen will
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alz0 drop to normal. That is the difficult
problem that we will have to face.

Hon. T. Moore: Tt is unusual for the price
ot zold to rise.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes, beeause until
now there has been a standard price.

Hon. .J. Cornell: This is the first time gold
has risen in price for 200 vears.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Nevertheless,
there iz a possibility of gold returning to
itz normal value and should that come to
pass, we will probably have the spectaele
of a large number of goldfields towns again
looking te the country areas for assistance,
as they did fromn 1914 to 1920, With regard
to the pastoral industry, its importance is
recoghiised generally, but I sometimes wonder
whether we are doing justice to the North-
West by meaus of our administration from
Perth. At times, I think, we do not give
that part of the State the consideration due
to it, and a suggestion has been made that
portion of the northern parts of the State
should be handed over to the Commonwealth.
If the Federal Government were fo
make sneh  an  unholy mess of the

north of Western Australia as  they
have wmade of the Northern Territory,

wi wonld do no injustice o the North-West
if we allowed separution to take place and
Federal jurisdietion to obtain throughout
the northern areas. I recognise the great
assistance Mr., Holwes has rendered this
Chamber in providing us with =o much infor-
mation regarding the North, and T was most
intevested in his references to the Wyndham
Meatworks. He indicated that the upkeep
of the Wyndham jetty was a responsibility
ol the meatworks, and if that be so, it means
that the cattle producers are being expected
to maintain what should he a national under-
taking. I would like to know definitely if
that is the position, for I can hardly imagine
it is. The Wyndham Meatworks have not
paid interest on the ecapitalisation of the
undertaking. If I remember correctly, if
the whole of the capital for one year in the
early history of the coneern had bheen made
available without cost, even then a loss
would have been shown on the operations
for the wear. If that be so, one begins to
compare those works with owr railways. It
has to be recoguised that, primarily, the
railways were not built to he paving con-
cerns. They were constructed for the pur-
pose of openitg up outlying arveas. If the
cffect of the establishment of the meatworks
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at Wyndham has been the development of
the hinterland, then, even though it may
have proved a drain on the public purse,
there is compensation in the fact that addi-
tional eountry has heen opened up. Mr.
Holmes had a good deal to say with regard
to tick and plewro. 1 do not know much
about the tick problem, but I am given
to understand that the insects will not live
in a cooler climate. If that is the position,
then it seems that the restrictions are un-
necessary. On the other hand, we have to
remember that in the spread of such a pest,
it is necessary for it to be acclimatised be-
fore the insect can become prolificc. We have
an instance vegarding the rabbit. When
that rodent was introduced into Anstralia
40 or 50 vears ago, it was not regarded as
a pest, and it did noi breed with any great
rapidity. When the animals became thor-
oughly acclimatised after the passing of
several generations, they bred with greater
rapidity until now they, represent a menace
to the whole of the agrienltural community.
When introduced from England the rabbit
was a much larger animal than it is now.
When it was acclimatised, it became both
smaller and more prolific in its breeding.
The same thing would apply to the cattle
tick. It js necessary therefore to look years
ahead and, in the cirenmstances, there is
reason to he found for the restrictions. The
same has to be said with regard to pleuro.
Two or three vears ago when the plenro
restrictions were prominently before the

House, I took the opportunity to point out

that there is a certain condition of the
pleuro-infected animal at whieh it is -
possible to tell whether it is infected or
not. That is the eist or sleeping stage of
the disease, and that is the most dangerous
period from the standpoint of its distri-
bution. An animal may apparently be quite
healthy and it may be the means of spread-
ing the disease although there may not he
anything apparent to suggest that it is
affected by plenro. Such an apparently
healthy animal may carry pleuro germs for
12 months, without showing any indieations
of the fact. If such an animal, shipped
from the North, encountered a cold winter in
the South-West, it would probably develop
pleuro preumonia to such an extent that the
disease would spread amongst our herds
almost immediately. While the spread of
the disease is comparatively easy in the
North-West where the cattle travel long dis-
tances to secure their feed and where it is
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almost impossible to isolate an infected
animal, the position is different in the more
thickly populated South-West, beeause an
infected animal can be isolated and treated,
with the result that the disease will not
spread to any great extent. In the cireum-
stanges, there seems to be need for eaution
with vegard to the shipment south from the
North-West of animals affected by pleuro.
At the same time, we can be over-cautious
to the extent of heing unfair to those who
are operating in the far distant parts of
the State. When I was in South Australia
two years ago, pleuro made its appearance
among the dairy herds. The outhreak
gave the people there little concern. They
knew how to handle the matter. They iso-
lated the affected animals in  certain
loealities and treated them, By that
means the pleurc-infected animals did
not mix with the rest of the
herds while suffering from the disease.
Eventually after the heasts were enved they
were sent to tbe butcher and killed under
close supervision. I think the restrictions
could easily be relaxed for the benefit of
the North-West and without any serious dif-
fienlties arising.

Hon. J. Cornell: I saw eattle inoculated
for pleuro in New South Wales fifty vears
ago.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: With regard to
the Agricultural Bank, I do not propese to
refer to that institution to any extent be-
canse, like other members, I prefer to wait
until we have before us the full report and
the reply of the trustees. I hope the oppor-
tunity will be given to us to discuss the re-
port, but I do not think we are justified at
the present fime in putting any blame on the
trustees in the face of what is already
kkrown in conneetion with the association of
the various Governments with that imstitu-
tion. With respect to electoral matters, it
seems to me that the postal vote scandals
connected with the recent Legislative Coun-
cil elections indicate the need for tightening
up the Act. One does not feel disposed to
go into this question very fully, but I hope
the Government will make some effort to
prevent a recurrence of these seandals. I
do not propose to touch on Mr. Gray’s case
except to say that I bave a warm regard
and appreciation for that hon. member. At
the same time, I cannot subscribe to the
action of Cabinet. As that matter, too, will
he disenssed on the motion, notice of which
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i heen given, 1 shall not deal with it any
further at the present stage. I cannot allow
the attitude of the teachers and the posi-
tion of the Education Department to pass
unnotived. The Govermment have decided
to re-open the Training College, and,
although it is not now in what might be said
to be full swing, it is being conducted accord-
g to a re-organised plan. Under the old
regime the institution was costly, and I sug-
wested that a saving of £17.000 might be
¢lfected if the college were closed and the
work done by the University. As a matter

of fact, the teachers could earry out their
training just as well, and perhaps better,

and less expensively at the University. The
additional eost of running the Training Col-
legre is not justified, but now that it bas heen
re-opened and is heing conducted on a modi-
fled scale, a modification that does not pro-
vide for residence, the University is taking
most of the responsibility. I hope the next
step will be that the Government will be able
to use the huilding for some other purpose,
and that the University will do the work for
that centre, and in that way relieve the State
of enormous expense, Regarding the teachers,
I should like to correct an impression that
the present attitude of the union is endorsed
by all the teachers. T am satisfied that that
i5 not the case. The present position is that
the union is taking the attitude it has done
without all the teachers heing fully be-
hind it. TUnfortunately the teachers, it ap-
pears to me, are afraid to disobey the orders
of the union. I cannot believe that all the
teachers are obliviouns of their duty to their
charges and their schools, as well as to the
State through the children of the State.
Their duty is to train the children as well
az to teach them. The union deelares that
teachers must just instruct and leave out
all other work. That, however, iz not what
the teacher is expected to do. Although it
might not have been in the letter of their
appointment, it has, for many centuries past.
heen recognised that the teacher bas a moral
obligation to the child. Teachers are speci-
ally selected for their moral and intelleetual
attainments, and they are trained to impart
these and to give instruction both by pre-
cept and example in national responsibilities.
The example of the union to-day is a direct
negatien of those responsibilities and I feel
that no comment 15 too strong te show our
resentment of the attitude of the Teachers’
Union in the stand that has been taken up.
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Houn. J. Cornell: After all, the teachers
are doing merely what other trade unions
have done.

Hon. H. J, YELLAND: Teachers are paid
to instruct in the three R’s, but other prin-
eiples are attached to the appointments by
tradition. Their attitude in respect of the
Royal Show exhibits is puerile in the ex-
treme. Nothing could be more childish, no-
thing could be more out of step with the
opinions of the general public and less
acceptable. The average teacher, I am cer-
tain, would not follow his union if he dared
to refuse. The individual teacher has a far
higher ideal and interest in the work of his
pupils, hoth of which are necessary for suc-
cessful teaching. His work is not con-
fined to the four walls of his sechool.
His main work is psychological, exerting a
noral effect the ultimate results of which
cannot be caleulated. When I was in the
Edueation Departinent I remember an inei-
dent which will probably explain what I
mean. The head teacher recognised his re-
sponsibilities to the children of the school,
to the town in which he was living, and,
more than that, the ultimate result of his
influence upon the child that would be
exeited upon the State. Some of the little
ciildren had found a piece of ordinary
school chalk, and with it began to mark the
oulside walls of the sehool building. When
the school assembled, the teacher told the
bovs what had happened and called upon
them to naintain the good name of their
schoel. He snid, “The school is not mine,
it is vours; it belongs to you and it is for
von to maintain its bright appearance and,
morenver, uphold its dignity.” He did not
attempt to punish any of the children, or
even to find out who the culprit was, but
after that the zchool was kept in serupulous
orde, the children having been made to
realize their oblization to the institution. T
naintain that that in embryvo is what those
hovs would do in connection with bigger
things later in life. Bat the union says to
tle teachers to-dav that this must not take
place, that the teachers must resirict them-
selves to teaching just the school eurriculum,
and adds, “Your influence on them is not ae-
ceptable to them, and vou must disregard
the unwritten obligntion you have to the
vountry and to the State that employs vou.”
The influence of the teacher reaches far be-
vond Lhe school: it veaches the home, the
¢ivie and national spheres: hence the teach-
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er's personal influence is of the utmost im-
portance. T mainiain that the attitude of
the union is a negation of the great work
teaclers are expected to perform. It is a
cuse of spragging the wheels of national
progress hy attacking its embryo to vindi-
cate a personal gievance. Mr, Cornell, by
way of inferjeclion. asked what were the
complaints of teachers and whether those
complaints were justiffied. T maintain that
they are justified, hut the manner in whieh
redress is heing sought is not.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Thev are losing every-
body’s svmpathy.

Hon, ™. J, YELLAND: That is so. I
knuow the teachers have some just cause for
complaint. TIn the fivst place, when enter-
ing the service, they were promised long-
service leave. T nm not going to say I sub-
seribe to the principle of long-service leave.
Tn zome eases it is all right, but T will say
that the work of a teacher is at times dis-
tressing and iimposes a higher mental strain
than does any ofher profession. If anyone
deserves liberal holidays, it is the teacher.
His work is not finished when the school is
closed. The teacher cannot sign on at mine
and sign off at a quarter past four and say,
“T have finished.” There are lessons to pre-
pare and routine work to carry ouf. There
is also the menial strain of maintaining the
interest of 4 or 50 children during the
whole of ihe {eaching hours.

Hon. W, J. Mann: There are many other
walks of life in whieh ¢he eonditions are
worse.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Teaching is a
most noble profession and it earries great
responsibilities. The man who is not morally
and intellestually suited for the work is not
fit to take it on. TFe is not able fo set an
example (o the children and neither ean he
train them hv precept. It is the feacher’s
dnty to give of his very hest, because that
is refleeted in the lives of his charges.
The work that the teacher is engaged on
to-day is 'vork the effects of which will
he seen 10, 20, and perhaps 30 years hence.
is one of the noblest and
As regards

The teacher’s
highest of the professions.
long service leave, the position is that that
voneession is in the teacher’s contract: and
this House has always maintained the sac-
redness of contracts. It iz not a question
whether the conecession should eor should
not he in the confract: it is there, and the
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teachers are therelore entitled (o long-
serviee leave.  There is another matter I
have to complain of, and in this respect
[ ¢onsider the Government to blame. There
has  been differential freatment of the
teachers, freatment not meted out to other
members of the Public Service. I know
perfectly well what the answer will be; hul
the teachers, in connection with last year’s
legislation, notified the Government of the
anomalies which were oceurring through the
granfing of concessions ty other members of
the Public Service and not to the teachers.
By what has been termed, and what I still
term, n vofe-catching concession granted to
civil servants last vear, the Government
hestowed on other sections of the Public
Service henefils that were not extended to
the teachers. For example, the rveduction
under finaneial emergency legislation in the
case of g police officer iz much less than it
iz in the ease of n teacher on the same
standard of salary. T have not the figures
af hand, hut that is the faet.

Hon, J. Corneli: That is heeanse the police
work nnder an award of the Arbitration
Court.

TTon. H. J. YELLAND: Quite so, but if
we alter the conditions under which the
Arhitration Court gives awards, se that an
advantage can be given to the police force,
wr should at the same time, in justice, alter
the positions and standards of other publie
servaats. To the teachers differential
treatment has heen meted out, and natur-
ally they are disposed to object to it. The
Government courted the trouble, and now
they have it they need not complain. Stil),
the teachers have taken up an altogether
wrong attitude in penalising the rising
generation just in order to vindicate their
own position. We cannot plead for the
teachers in that respect. I do not know
that T need take up more time, though T
did intend to touch upon two or three
other matters. However, T shall content
myself with a reference to bulk handling.
I wish to express my keen disappointment
that the bulk handling company are not
permitted to extend their operations. 1
say this as one who from bulk handling
last year received benefits amounting to be-
tweet £75 and £100. Further, I am only
one of seme hundred or two farmers whe
hrought their wheat to a particular centre.
Now it is propesed to extend the system to
another 40 or 30 centres, where the same
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advantages  would acerue.  Because  that
would affect a few lumpers at Fremantle,
the whole thing apparently has been turnea
down.

Hon. T. Moore: The Wheatzrowers®
Union disapprove of it.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: They disapprove
of it for other rensons altogether. They
do not disapprove of bulk handling, but of
the present svstem of bulk handling.

Hon. T. Moore: Which you are advo-
eating.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1 will advecate
any system of bulk handling that will en.
able the farmers to transport their wheat
in bulk. I au net prepared to send over-
seas for wheat bags every year hundreds of
thousands of pounds which should be kept
in the State and disiributed awmong the
producers, who in turn  would distributs
the money among other members of the
community. [ think £400,000 a vear repre-
sents the eost of bags. If that amount ean
he saved on hags aloue, il indicates that the
bulk handling svstem is satisfactory. We
have heen informed that the present
system  of  handling  is  not  suited to
Western Australian  requirements. For
my part, T censider that its suitableness has
been amply proved. Tn conneetion with
bulk handling we use our loeal timbers.
The most costly thing associated with it is
the iron, and that faet arises simply from
the tarviff. Bulk handling has affeeted the
individual growers to sueh an extent that
they are standing solidly behind it. Tn spite
of that, we find a Roval Commission is to
be appointed to aseertain whether the
svstem shonld he State-wide. Tt does seem
to me that a system which has proved
itself  wonderfully advantageous to the
growers is one whose extension shonld com-
mend itself to every person who has the
best interests of the State at heart. T
express my appreeiation of the hearing hon.
memhers have given me, and T have pleas-
ure in supporting the motion.

HON. T. MOORE {Central) [3.23]: 1
desire to welcome new membhers to this Cham-
ber. and T hope that during the fime they
are in it they will discover what T have
learned—that it is a party House. Sinee
the new members have been here, it has bheen
suggested to them that this is a non-party
Honze. From my experience T know it to be a
party Houvse, and T hope new members will
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not be nmisled by any remarks to the eon-
trary which have been made. They will find
the case to be as I have siated.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That is as far as vou
are econcerned.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon, T. MOORE: I have listened with
intervst to the remarks of previous speakers,
and T was espeeially struck with the obser-
vations of North-West members. They have
sltown a good grasp of affairs in the North,
whiell eonstitute a Fairly perplexing proh-
lem, and one that should arouse the interesl
of all members. We know from what North-
West members have said that things ave
wrong in the North, but they have not told
us how we can do much to assist. They have
shown the disadvantages under which the
North is lobouring, but T have not gathered
from their remarks what we can do for the
North. T have wondered why the eattle
grown there are not travelled overland
through the pleuro eountry, seeing that, a-
Mr. Holmes has said, they now have to he
travelled across a tick-infested area to the
const, From which fact losses result. It
these cattle were treated properly, they
would be killed at Meekatharra: and thence
the meat could be sent in refrigerated trucks
to the metropolitan area. By that wethoil
severe losses wonld be avoided. The earri-
age of cattle in trucks on the hoof to-day
from Meekatharra 1 regard as uiterly wrong,
The same remarvk applies to sheep. Huge
wastage takes place in the transit of the
stock. Great loss occurs throngh bruising
in the trucks. Cattle get down: and so do
sheep, and the wool is damaged. Tt would
he worth the Government’s while to aseer-
tain whether it is not possible to kill the
ment for the metropolitan area in the coun-
try districts, and bring it down in refriger-
ated trucks.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: The cost of railage
for refrigernted brucks would kill it.

Hon. T. MOORE: In my opinion, that
iz the right way. Consider the sheep wlich
are brought down from the Mullewa distriet.
T am referring to special stoek trains nade
up at Mullewa from places beyond. Thoze
shecp could be killed at Mullewa without
anv freezing, and transported to the metro-
politan area during the night in trucks,

Hou. J. Cornell: It would be necessarv
to ginger up the railwax syvstem a bit,

Hon. T. MOQRE : The special stoek trains
travel fairly fast from Mullewa. where they
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are made up. Journeying up and down the
lime I have ohserved the enormons waste
that goes on. I consider that a large pro-
portion of the meat for the metropolitan
area could be killed in the country and sent
down here in troeks.

Hon., G. W. Miles: The matter is worth
investigating.

Hon. T. MOORE: Mueh has been said
regarding what should be done with the loan
moneys we are now raising and spending
every year. It has heen declared that they
should be spent only on reproductive works.
As various members have said, however, it
is pretty difficult for a Government to dis-
cover reproductive works in these days. No
member who has spoken so far has revealed
what he would do if placed in charge of
State finance.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I know what men
would do with fheir own money. The Gov-
erument are not taxed.

Hon. T. MOORE: As regards reproduc-
tive works, T am prepared to make a sug-
westion to the man who is handling the fin-
ances. One reproductive work is being ear-
ried on at the present time—regrading of
the railways, More men could, in my opin-
ion, be advantageously put on that work.
Our railways were thrown down when a one-
in-sixty grade would serve. The goldfields
lines, over which mueh wheat is brought to
the ports to-day, were thrown down with the
idea ol carrying stuff into the ecountry

in  trueks, and letting those trucks
come back empty. That was all right,
but the position is now reversed; mil-

lions of tons of wheat are being brought
over the goldfields railways now, and there-
fore the regrading must be looked to. T
repeat, the aspeet to-dayv is altogether differ-
ent.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That would be a repro-
ductive work.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes. The Govermnent
are doing that, and T =ay it is better to do
that than dig drains in the South-West in
winter time. The Government should remove
the men from the Sonth-West altogether
from May till the end of July: that is, if
they wish to get results for the money heing
expended there. No man expeeting results
would put other men down the South-West
in winter time, when one shovel iz required
to serape the clay off another. There are
plenty of works in other parts of the State
for those men during winter time.
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Hon. J. M. Maecfarlane: What about the
drain at Yarloop?

Hou. T. MOORE: That is an endless job
and is by no means reproductive. One other
work that might be carried out is the provi-
sion of water to farmers. Through the Agri-
culiural Bank we have a number of farms
minus water supplies. It does not matter
to me whether those farmers are paying their
inferest; many of them are not in a position
to pay interest; but it is wrong to allow
those men to go on from year to vear with
the heartbreaking work of emting water.
There should be more eo-ordination between
the Public Works Department and the Agri-
caltural Department with & view to provid-
ing water for the farmers. It is up to the
Government to see if we cannot get that co-
ordination, so that there would be an ample
supply of water on every farm worth put-
ting a farmer on in the wheat belt.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Where would you get
the water from?

Hon. T. MOORE: There are marg ways
of getting water, ineluding eonservation,
But the farmers themselves are not in a
position to supply those requirements. The
provision of water would be essentially a re-
pioductive work, and there would then he n
possibility of the farmer paying interest,
whereas to-day there is not. Generally
speaking the whealgrower is in an unenvi-
able position. As the Federal Commission
pointed out, 50 per cent. of our wheat-
growers are paying interest of from 7d. to
1s. 10d. per bhushel of wheat. That applies
to 50 per cent. of the 482 farmers that were
selected fo give evidence,

Hon, F. J. Holmes: A lot of wheat has
been sold for less than that.

Tlon, T. MOORE: Yes, sold down to 1s.
3d. per bushel. I want members to realise
what an impaossible position 30 per eent. of
the farmers are in.

Hon. G. W. Miles: A lot of them are in-
efficient.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: 1 am an efficient
wheat farmer, yet T eannot make it pay.

Hon., T. MOORE: From that point of
view, we must look for a reduetion in inter-
ezt. Something will have to he done in the
way of re-eonditioning the farmers’ debts.

Hon. J. Cornell: We want a reduction of
capital before a rednction of interest.

Hon. T. MOORE: We want a reduction
in interest; we are not paying the eapital.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And do not intend to
pay it.
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Hon, T. MOORE: The great bugheur is
the interest hill which, as someone hus said,
voles round with sickening regulavity., The
Commission has shown that the intevest bill
is pushing down the farmers and taking all
initiative out of them. The wheatgrower to-
day is in the position of the chap who has
always got something zood and attractive
ahead of him.

Hon. G. W, Miles : Like vour -election
promises.

Hon. T. MOORE: Unfortunately election
promises do not always eome true. The
Farmers are looking for a reduetion in their
interest bill.

on. T.. Craig: They are not paying it,
ane they!?

Hon. 7. MOORIJ: But it is being heaped
up against their properties. 1t is time some-
ihing was done =0 that the farmer might
know exactly what is ahead of him.

Hon, G. W. JMiles : What uabout the
destrnction of verming '

Ien, T. MOOHRE: I was just going to
mention that in many parts of the distriet
I represent. the fox is becoming a menace.
Long ago I said that in this State of large
and unoecupied avens the fox would hecome
A greater inenace as the years went by, That
ix already being demonstrated in my distriet,
where the fox is making great headway. Up
to dale there has been a fair amount of food
for him in the way of vabbits, but he is now
taking lo lhe lamhs. TUnless we make an
effort, it will be much more difficult to
deal with the fox as time goes on. It has
hren =uggested that the bonus should be
inerensed, but T believe the farmers should
make a rvoncerted effort in every district
simultancously, such as they are called upon
to do agninst the rabbits. As for the bonus,
it is all right in its way, but if we suggest
increasing the bonus, it is quite on the cards
that the tax we are already paying will
have to be increased also, and the farmers
are not in A position to bear more taxation.
1{ the department were to go into the mat-
ter and arrange for a concerted effort to
be made in every district, we could deal
with the fox; otherwise the fox is going to
make great play in this State.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And the rabbits, too.

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, they are already
very troublesome. Another matter I should
like to touch upon is the stallion subsidy,
paid annually, I would suggest to the
department that instead of bringing stal-
lions from the Eastern States—and only
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on stallions from ihe East is the subsidy
paid: no subsidy is payable on loeally pro-
duced stallions.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: T think thay was
altered last year,

Hon. T. MOORE: No, the subsidy is
given only for imported horses. Instead of
bringing over stallions alone, I suggest we
should bring over it good line of stud marves,
so that we could breed from them, and I
suggest Turther that caeh of the State Farms
should be equipped with them. We should
then get a good line of stallions bred within
(e State. |t is believed by some hreeders
that vou cun stavt with a nondeseript mare
and, provided you have a good slallion, you
can hreed up further good stallions. But
it would take yeurs and vears to do that.
In cattle breeding one ecan achieve good
results from the male line, hut not =0

much in the breeding of horses. So I sug-
gest  that we should bring over stud
maves. We have not been breeding horses

for years past. Mr. Angelo. dealing with
the number of horses in the North-West,
gnoted the number that were there some
years ago, and the few that ave there to-
day. We cannot blame the Government for
that.  When, through the introduction of
tractors, the lorse trade went down, unfor-
tunately breeding was no longer carried on
up there. But within the next few years
thousands of horses will be needed in this
enunlry hecause, horse-hreeding unt having
been carried on for some years, most of the
horses now on the farms are ageing, and
so within the next few years we shall have
to import a lot of horses. Some nice stud
farms have heen estnblished in this eountry,
but we have very few stud mares.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: 1lave they been
welting no good results from the stallions?

Hon. T. MOORE: Yes, but we are not
getting nlong as fast as we should be. Com-
ing to the discontent of the school teachers,
I am well in their corner, I believe that,
after all, when the School Teachers’ Union
go to <ome trouble to bring their grievances
hefore the public they have just grounds
of complaint. Quite a lot of people,
ineluding some members of the House, are
misguided by the belief that school teachers
enjoy short hours and nice positions. T
should like some of those people to have to
ro through the schools and break in the
youngsters, [t should he wnderstood that
the tencher’s hours ave not restricted te
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school hours. The teachers even snateh part
of their meal hour to eorrect lessons. Then
after the ordinary classes have gone, the
teachers continue on with the more advanced
pupils; and after they in turn have gone
the teachers agnin give attention to the

lesrong,  thiy  time the lessons for
the wmext dav. I Dbelieve the atti-
tude of the teachers is  justified.

Their only means to bring their grievances
before the public was to adopt some such
attitude. I hope the trouble will be recti-
fied. If there is any profession that needs
long service leave, it is that of teaching.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You do not approve
of the teachers’ methods, do you?

Hon. T. MOORE: They had to adopt
some method, and no harm is being done by
the attitude they have adopted.

Several members interjected.

Hon, T. MOORE: I do not believe that
any harm will acerue to the children.

Hon, W. J. Mann: The teachers already
get nine or ten weeks” holiday a ‘vear.

Hon. T. MOORE: When?

Hon. W. J. Mann: Well, they gel six
weeks at Christmas for a start.

Hon. T. MOORE: And I suppose five or
six weeks at some other time. It would be
better for hoth teachers and children if there
were more school holidays. The idea that
we should endeavour to cram everything
possible into the heads of children in the
space of a few vears is a mistake. Too much
cramming is being indulged in, and we are
not getting the results that would be ob-
tained if more leisure were given to the
children and to the teachers. The teachers
have a right to let us know that they are
not satisfied with existing conditions. Mem-
hers have said that the teachers are falling
down on their joh, but for years we have
heen adding a little more and still a little
more to their burdens, and apparently are
prepared to work the willing horse indefin-
itely. 'Teachers, in common with members
of the civil service or other workers having
a grievance, have a rizht to bring it before
the public. T hope they will receive the at-
tention they deserve.

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane: Their greatest
grievance was that they were not ineluded
in the henefits given to ¢ivil servants last
year.

Hon. T. MOORE : That matters not.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. M. Macfurlane: They thought
their grievances should have been remedied
then.

Hon. T. MOORE: Members, in finding
fault with the teachers for their aetion, are
not deing the right thing. It would surprise
members if they knew the amount of charity
that the teachers are giving the children.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Have you all the know-
ledge in the country? Da not you think
we know anything?

Hon. T. MOORE: 1f members appreci-
ated what the teachers are doing for the
children in the way of charity, less fault
wauld be found. 1 know how unfortunate
is the position of many school children.
Many of them are under-clad. It is not
fair that members should attack teachers
who cannot speak for themselves, The
position of the Government, in the present
time of stress, is a very difficult one. The
turning of the corner, about which we used
to hear so much, is not in cvidence yet and
will not be until such time as the priees
for primary products increase. While wool
and wheat prices remain at their present
levels, any party in power must experience
diffienlties.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You were not so sym-
pathetic two years ago.

Hon. T. MOORE: I said at the time that
1 appreciated the difficulties eonfronting
the then Government. The position of the
wool-growers is very bad. 1t was said that
the wool-growers had surmounted their
tronbles and last vear farmers were ad-
vised to purchase sheep. The adviee was
followed; sheep were bought at high prices
and the farmers who bought them have been
working at a loss. I hope that the prices
that ruled at the opening wool sales the
other day will not prove to be the ruling
prices for the season; otherwise the Gov-
ernment and the wool-growers will find it
difficult to carry on. The drop in the price
of wool at the opening sales was alarming.
and the State as well as individuals must
suffer financtally on that account. The min-
ing industry is a bright spot. I am pleased
that at long last foreign capital is being
introduced to develop gold mining in the
Murehison. Tt is not generally known that
the development of the Murchison in the
hoom times was undertaken by residents of
the Mnrehison, and that verv little money
was introduced for wmining development
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there.  However, money is now being intro-
duced to work promising shows and big
things are oxpected from the Murchison. I
hope that the price of gold will continue to
be high. The previous speaker said that
the price of guld was likely to fall as the
prives of other commodities increased. That
does net necessarily follow. Tf gold is in
demand, there is no reason why it should
not command a higher price than it did in
former vears. Anyhow, I trust that the
priee will not recede to its old level for
many vears. As the years go on there is
likely to be an even greater demand for
wold, and T am hopeful that the price will
increase, Gold should always have com-
manded a higher price, beeanse its produe-
tion cost more than was ever obtained {or
it.  The industry, unfortunately, has been
the weins of rendering unfit many of the
men engaging in it, and I hope that in these
iimes of good prices the mining compani =
will hear that faet in mind. In many of the
mines venlilation and other eonditions are
good, and we should he careful to sen that
they are maintained, so that we shall not
have s0 many miners as we have had in the
past finishing their lives at Woorelwn,

On the motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, de-

bate adjourned.

Houze adjourned at 3.55 p.m.
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pan., and read prayvers.

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST.

Hundling Charges.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Why are the Fremantle Har-
hour Trust charges for handling cargo con-
siderably higher than charges for similar
serviee at Bastern States main ports? 2,
What advantages, if any, are given to owners
of cargo at Fremantle as against Eastern
States main ports right to point of delivery
to owners’ lorries, and, if any advantages
are given, what do the Trust estimate them
to cost?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUGLTURIS
replied: 1 and 2, The Fremantle Harbour
Trust is the only port authority in Anstralia
which undertakes the handling of carge upon
the wharves and publishes a schedule of rates
for such services. Similar services, of
course, have to be performed at the other
ports, but the interests concerned in the
various operations undertake these on their
own aecount, and we have no knowledze of
the separate costs to enable us to make a
comparison with the Trust’s schednled
charges at Fremantle. For instance. the
Melhourne Harbour Trust, although it does
not undertake the handling of carzo, does
publish a list of charges which may he made
by contractors in respect of services in con-
neetion with the handling of earge upon the
wharves. A comparison of the Fremantle
Harbonr Trust handling charzes wirk these
without a thorough knowledze of the ser-



